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Fall in Love with Fall
From the Editor ~
Fall is the time of year that is bittersweet for me. It’s one of my favorite
times of year, Spring being my first. I’ve always felt a bit of sadness when
Summer comes to an end (and I really dislike what comes after) but Fall is
so beautiful and alive with “blooming” color, somewhat like beautiful
flowers blooming in Spring, that I really can’t be too sad. The sweeping fall
landscapes are an inspiration for my spirit and photography as I’m sure it
is for any artist.

This quote seems to sum it up.
“Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower.”
~Albert Camus
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~~This will be my last newsletter for IWA. As some of you know, my husband
and I are moving south to Tennessee. That is also bittersweet. I left my heart
there 30 years ago and now I’m going back to join it. But I will miss my Indiana
home, where I have spent my entire life, as well as my friends and the family I’m
leaving behind. I have really enjoyed the friendships I’ve developed with this great
group of artists who share the love of all that is wild.
Marianne Ballenger has been kind enough to continue the newsletter. More
information will be forthcoming. ~~

www.indianawildlifeartists.org
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From our President…
In this issue, our President shares with us her knowledge and photography expertise.
How to Take Better Photos. Always remember these tips for good photography.
1. FOCUS: Sharp focus on the main subject or on eyes of person or animal.
2. COMPOSITION:
Concentrate on close-ups or cropped in close.
Taken from a good angle. (Does not look down on small object or up the nose of a person.)
Photo is well framed and leads the eye into the photo. Subject of interest should NOT be in the
middle of the picture.
3. NO DISTRACTING AREAS:
No white spots, where it is burnt out and has no detail.
No bright colors in the background that distract.
No objects that hide the subject or appear to come out of the head of the subject.
Blurred areas in the background are NOT distracting and bring focus to the
main subject.
4. LIGHTING:
Photo is not too dark plus it shows details in the darkest areas.
Photo is not too light. It has no white spots where it is burnt out plus it shows details in the
lightest areas.
No color cast. No glare or harsh shadows (usually caused by photographing between 10 am - 3
pm. Avoid these times.)
Avoid photographing backlit subjects (Ex. Person’s face is in the shadows due to a bright light or
window behind him.) Ask the subject to move away from the bright window.
5. OTHER TIPS:
It is helpful to use a camera lens with built-in stabilization to avoid blur.
Using a good zoom lens can improve many pictures.
Shown are images from Brown County State Park
Submitted by Diana Hunter, President

Images are at 2018-09-21-president-pics
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In this issue, we are featuring…
Robin Myers

Robin J Myers (www.artfromthewild.com) is inspired by God’s amazing creation. Her art ranges in style from
very detailed, realistic depictions of wildlife to loosely rendered, large, abstracted landscapes. Her realistic art
captures the natural diversity within each species and the unique features and personality of each creature. Her
large, loosely rendered paintings, reflect the movement, or silence, in the natural environment.
Robin began sketching and painting in 1999. She has no formal art training.
She serves as the Southern Indiana Chairman of the Indiana Wildlife Artists (IWA) and was awarded the
designation of Signature Artist in August of 2018. She is a member of Hoosier Salon. She has received awards in
many juried art shows and has shown and sold her work at fund raisers for the National Wild Turkey
Federation, the Indiana Recycling Coalition, the Civitan Club, and Farmers and Hunters Feeding the Hungry,
Friends of Goose Pond, and Ducks Unlimited.
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IWA 35rd Annual Exhibit
This year’s Annual Exhibit was once again held at the Second Presbyterian Church, 7700 N. Meridian
in Indianapolis. Exhibit dates were August 26–September 27th.

AND THE WINNERS ARE….
Category 1 – Painting
1st Place
Robert Meyers – “Cruising Lake Lipsie”
2nd Place
Jeff Klinefelter – “Dark Water”
rd
3 Place
Anna Roberts – “Gold Splash”
Honorable Mentions:
Jeff Klinefelter “New to Me”
Carol Hemdal – “A Stroll in the Woods”
Category 2 – Drawing
1st Place
Bev Garner – “Flowers Aplenty”
2nd Place
Roseanne Crowell – “Stretch”
3rd Place
Roseanne Crowell – “Always Watching”
Honorable Mention:
Carol Hemdal – “Proud”
Category 3 – Photography
1st Place
Jennifer Smith – “Mellow Yellow”
2nd Place
Marvin Groves – “King of the Kopjes”
3rd Placd
Shari Jardina – “Wolf Walking”
Honorable Mentions:
Marvin Grove – “Sweetness”
Shari Jardina – “Yoga Bear”
Category 4 – Three Dimentional
1st Place
Linda Spencer – “Owl in a Tree”
2nd Place
Carol Richardson Macklin - “Title”
3rd Place
Linda Spencer – “Hummingbird at Work”
Honorable Mentions:
Char Hulse – “Elephant Vase”
Kristine Bontrager – “The Promise”
Category 5 – Mixed Media & Other
1st Place
Martha Waggoner – “On the Lookout”
2nd Place
Marian Betts – “I’m Hungry, Mama – I Really Am”
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Member news
Congratulations goes to Elaine Wolfe, who received a first place award in oils
and acrylics for a 16 x 20 acrylic entitled painting titled "Character" from the
Hamilton County Artists' Association. The exhibit is at the Birdie Gallery,
Hamilton County Artists, 159 5th St., Noblesville, and will hang until May 24.
Gallery is open on Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays 12 to 4.
Monty Jones
Gaslight Art Colony

Elaine also won an Honorable Mention for a painting in the Themed ExhibitNight and Day at the Clark Gallery.- Honeywell Center in Wabash, Indiana, on
August 20. She also had a painting accepted at the SALI Midwest National
Abstract Exhibit which will be in The Garfield Park Art Center during October.
In September-October she will have a painting in the SALI Membership Exhibit
in the Greenwood Library. She currently has a painting at the Anderson
Museum of Art with Indiana Artists, Inc.
The artwork of member, Monty Jones and his son Marty, were featured at the
Gaslight Art Colony Gallery in Marshall, Illinois. An opening was held on June
16th.

Firebird
Elaine Wolfe
At SALI Members Exhibit

Kris Bontrager was asked to have a 2nd showing of her wildlife sculptures at
the North Webster Public Library for the month of October. The show will run
from October 1 through October 31st.
Marianne Ballenger is doing a show of nature-inspired artwork with her
friend, Ed Allen, at the Athens Art Gallery in Crawfordsville. The opening
reception took place on September 28th. The show runs from September 26 –
November 15.
Shari Jardina will show 3 of her photographs at the annual Eagle Creek Exhibit,
Celebration of Nature. See page 9 of this newsletter under “Artist
Opportunities” for details on this exhibit.

Marianne Ballenger
Athens Art Gallery

Diana Hunter displayed 3 of her photographs at the annual Eagle Creek
Photography Exhibit, Images of Nature, winning a first place on Flying
Woodstork.
Roseanne Crowell was involved in the following exhibits this past summer:
First Friday Studio Open House, August 3, at Nickel Plate Arts in Noblesville,
Indiana; Juried Art Show, Art Fair on the Square, on August at Courthouse
Square in Noblesville. Indiana; and in the month of September, she was the
featured artist at the Carmel Clay Public Library, Carmel, Indiana.

Kris Bontrager
N. Webster Library
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Interesting Reading . . .
SAVING THE MONARCH BUTTERFLY
Article from: Indianapolis Star - September 3, 2018

Summer staple’s plummeting population needs 1.3 billion more milkweed plants to stay alive
Sarah Bowman Indianapolis Star | USA TODAY NETWORK
The monarch butterfly – its playful presence an emblem of summer – is in peril, its numbers having
fallen 85 percent in just two decades. As insects go, the monarch is considered royalty, but it turns out
its survival is inextricably tied to a plant with a far less luminous reputation. Milkweed, often
considered a nuisance by farmers and residents, is the lifeblood of the monarch butterfly, which uses
the plant for food and breeding. But herbicides and development have wiped out milkweed across the
Midwest, compromising one of the monarch’s most critical habitats.
Hoping to tip the scales the other way, wildlife officials now say the only way to save the tiny queen is
for residents, farmers, businesses and landowners to cultivate more of the very plant they once
shunned. The edges of fields, borders of property lines, sides of roads and beds of backyards are all
fertile ground for milkweed.
The goal is to plant more than 1 billion milkweed stems across the region – more than 100 million of
those in Indiana. It is by no means simple. “Indiana and other states like Ohio and Illinois, we’re in the
highest priority zone and feel a huge responsibility to get our acts together and make sure we are
addressing this problem,” said Emily Wood, executive director of the Indiana Wildlife Federation, a
nonprofit that is taking the lead on monarch conservation efforts across the state.
That includes establishing a monarch conservation plan, so Indiana can join the national effort to
boost the butterflies’ population. After nearly a year of meetings and drafting, Indiana wildlife groups
and agencies finalized the plan just last week.
“We have put off doing anything about this for so long,” Wood continued, “and now we have hit a
critical mass and are doing what we can as quickly as we can.
The remainder of the article can be read in this link:
https://indianapolisstar-in.newsmemory.com/publink.php?shareid=14de5a3fc
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Join Project FeederWatch
If you love to watch birds at your feeders, then Project FeederWatch is meant for you. This winter-long
bird count runs from November through April and you can sign up right now for the 2018-2019
counting season. Anyone interested in birds can participate. FeederWatch is conducted by people of all
skill levels and backgrounds. There is an $18 annual participation fee for U.S. residents ($15 for Cornell
Lab members). Canadians can participate by joining Bird Studies Canada for CAN$35. The participation
fee covers materials, staff support, web design, data analysis, and the year-end report (Winter Bird
Highlights). FeederWatch is a project of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and Bird Studies Canada. Click
here to Find out more. Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) The next GBBC is February 15-18, 2019
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Indy Star Article about Hoosier author Gene Stratton Porter
Porter an influential Hoosier author
Your Turn
James Glass Guest columnist
One of the most influential Hoosiers during the early 20th century was Gene Stratton Porter. Through
her novels and books about the wonders of nature surrounding her home in Geneva in Adams County,
Porter became a persuasive advocate for conservation in the United States, with possibly as much impact
as President Theodore Roosevelt, who was widely known for his forceful stress on preserving
wilderness areas. Porter was born in 1863 on a farm near Wabash, the daughter of a gifted storyteller.
Her favorite brother, Laddie, tragically drowned when she was 9 years old. From an early age, Porter
loved animals, especially birds. Her education was intermittent, but she soon showed a natural gift for
writing.
In the early 1880s, she met and married Charles Darwin Porter. Gene Porter proved to be an
unconventional woman for her day. She trudged in boots through the Limberlost Swamp near Geneva
and taught herself photography so she could take pictures of the song birds and predatory fowl that she
encountered.
In 1895, Porter’s husband built for her a rustic-style log house with a long veranda and 12 rooms at the
edge of the Limberlost swamp. She began writing short stories based on nature in the 1890s and
produced her first novel, “Song of the Cardinal,” in 1903. It was followed by “Freckles,” which found an
immediate readership and soon became a national bestseller.
In the 12 novels that Porter wrote between 1903 and 1924, the plots involved sympathetic
protagonists, often a woman, who broke out of the bonds imposed on her by society and sought to
achieve some worthwhile life’s pursuit. In most of the books, nature and preservation of wild areas were
at the heart of the narrative. One of her best loved novels was 1913’s “Laddie,” based on her own
experience in losing her beloved older brother. She immortalized her hometown swamp through another
bestseller, “Girl of the Limberlost.”
Porter felt hemmed in by growing celebrity and visitors in Geneva and was discouraged by the draining
of the Limberlost and loss of many of the Limberlost creatures. In 1912, with her own income, she
acquired a 5-acre site on tranquil Sylvan Lake in Noble County and built in 1914 an even larger rusticstyle house. For the next five years, she sought inspiration for writing in the woods along the lake. In
1919, she left for Southern California, where already several of her novels had been adapted for movies.
She died unexpectedly in late 1924 from injuries suffered in an automobile accident.
Today, Gene Stratton Porter has the distinction of being the only person in Indiana history to have two
homes maintained by the Indiana State Museum and State Historic Sites as museums. In the houses at
Geneva and Sylvan Lake, Porter’s family have contributed many of her furnishings and artifacts and some
of her paintings. Visitors can gain a fuller understanding of Porter’s remarkable achievements in writing,
conservation, and art.
James Glass is a historic preservation and heritage consultant. Follow him on Twitter: @JamesAGlass.
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Summer Follow-up
IWA Picnic Outing at Bloomfield, Indiana
On Saturday, May 5, 2018, fifteen of us met at the home of Jeff and Robin Myers and brought great food.
Robin and Jeff had a lovely home in the woods where they had made a lake and a walkway to the lake area.
We enjoyed the pleasant weather at picnic tables outdoors overlooking the lake. We thank Jeff and Robin for
hosting us and ate food to our hearts' content. We were happy to meet our newest member Paul Raiman and
his wife, Cheryl. It was a fun group get together in the great outdoors!

Decatur Sculpture Tour
Several members toured some very interesting sculptures in downtown Decatur, Indiana. The tour was
arranged by Carol Macklin and took place on June 30, 2018. We found the Decatur Sculpture Tour to be
truly hot stuff! Although the temperature was around 95 degrees with a heat index that was around 105
degrees, we started at the Back 40 Junction restaurant. The restaurant is a destination restaurant and we
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found out why! Good food!!! The selection was really a treat consisting of a smorgasbord with a number of
homemade items.
Those who attended were Sara Wilson, Elaine Wolfe, Bev Garner, Carole Macklin, Diana Hunter and Diana's
friend, Nancy Williamson. There were a number of sculptures that we saw. Then we went to an art gallery
and saw a few artists and the owner. In spite of the heat, we had a good time and drank lots of water!

Photos and article courtesy of Diana Hunter. Other photos can be viewed through this link:
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Artist Opportunities
Here is your opportunity to display 3 of your artworks at the 2019 Marsh Madness Art Exhibit.
This is sponsored by the Friends of Goose Pond and IWA. We need to thank Robin Myers for her
hard work in putting this exhibit together. This is NOT the annual exhibit, but we encourage you
to enter. There is no cost to enter if you are a current IWA artist member in 2018-19. Please RSVP
to Robin Myers to let her know if you are planning to exhibit at Goose Pond at (812) 384-6170 or
ROBINJMYERS@OUTLOOK.COM.
Deadline to fill out forms and submit images of artwork: Wednesday, October 31, 2018, by 5 PM.
Deadline to submit actual artwork: Thursday, February 28, 2019, between 3:00 and 5:00 p.m. OR
Friday, March 1, 2019, between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. NOTE: If you cannot deliver your
artwork, have someone else bring it to Robin Myers' home ahead of time. You must contact Robin
and let her know prior to that time at (812) 384-6170.
Display Dates: March 1-30, 2019
Where: Linton, IN. Click here for the Call for Artists and additional information.

Celebration of Nature - Art Exhibition at the Earth Discovery Center, Eagle Creek Park,
Indianapolis
Exhibit Dates: Dec. 1st – 16th 2018
Artist Reception: Friday, November 30th 6:00-8:00pm. Click on the poster below for more Call for
Artist information.
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I dream of
painting, then I
paint my dream.
Vincent Van

Gogh

Fundraising Ideas
We’re always looking for ideas to raise funds for IWA. If you have any
ideas on fundraising or experience in this area, please contact one of
the board members.

Art is
something
that makes you
breathe with a
different kind of
happiness.
Anni Albers

Indiana Wildlife
Artists, Inc. is a notfor-profit
organization which
promotes the
advancement of
wildlife art as a fine
art, providing wildlife
artists an
opportunity to meet,
to learn and to
exhibit. With our
artwork we
encourage the
appreciation and
understanding of
wildlife among the
general public, and
assist conservation
groups with
education for the
benefit of wildlife.

If you have a Facebook page, don’t forget to Like the IWA page and
Share it on yours. Also, comments and likes on individual posts go a
long way to getting our page recognized by others.

www.facebook.com/indianawildlifeartists
If you have interesting news throughout the year, personal
accomplishments, exhibits, etc., please send that information to me
along with photos if you have them and I will share them on our
page.
As mentioned previously, I would like to change the cover photo
every month to feature one of our artist members. If you would like
your work featured as the cover photo on IWA’s Facebook page,
email a photo of your work to me. Don’t worry about the size or
resolution. Just give me a little background information on your
work and I will post it along with the proper credit.

SEEKING NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS: Do you have a talent for
writing? Would you like to contribute an article to the next issue? It
can be about anything related to the nature and the wildlife art
world. Contact me for more information.
shari@wolfmountainimages.com

