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Here we go – or maybe we don’t!  No one can pre-

dict what new varieties of  covid may appear….  

Hopefully, we will see a return of  many more of  the 

activities we enjoy.   

We do know Indiana Wildlife Artists is planning 

our show for the end of  August and, hopefully, we 

can once again meet in person as at our  last show 

and annual meeting. 

We have a special treat in this issue!  Pat Grigg has 

graciously submitted an extensive article and pic-

tures from her trips to Goose Pond.  I think you are 

in for a nice viewing experience and may want to 

go there yourself  if  you haven't been there. 

As shows and awards return, please send infor-

mation to me so I can include you in future news-

letters.  This newsletter is for our members!  As 

such, it’s important that you send information and/

or ideas for future issues so we can use them. 

 

                                                 Marianne Ballenger 

                                                 Newsletter Editor 
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Message  

from the President 

 

A review of the 

 Bailey-Matthews  

National Shell Museum 

I was intrigued when I visited the Bailey-Matthews National Shell 

Museum on the island of  Sanibel, Florida.   

 I love aquariums and shells, so this was the place for me.  This large 

2 story museum showed a large number of  shells and you could see 

some of  the little animals that were alive inside of  the shells! It even 

had a "petting zoo" where after washing your hands you could stroke 

live shells in a series of  large water tanks called "touch tanks", but 

were not allowed to pick them up.  Over 70,000 mollusks have been 

found.  I was amazed at God's creativity and variety.  

Take a look at their website at www.shellmuseum.org. Their home 

page shows a live shell moving along.  Okay, they call these 

"mollusks".  What is a mollusk?  www.thefreedictionary.com says 

these are "any of  numerous soft-bodied invertebrate animals, usually 

living in water and frequently having a hard outer shell."  This in-

cludes snails, clams, and mussels, but also includes some having no 

hard shells, such as squids and the octopus.  
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In addition to living and dead shells, you can view their live Giant Pa-
cific Octopus in person or on their Octocam at www.shellmuseum.org/

octocam. 

 

There are numerous displays and descriptions of  mollusk behavior, 2 

videos of  about 30 minutes each, plus numerous video clips both at 

the museum and online. On the second floor you will find a valued 

form of  art called the sailors' valentines which are beautiful pictures 

made out of  shells plus cameos and buttons made out of  shells.  A 

special exhibit that is currently on display is Blackwater Moments: 

Nocturnal Photography of  Open-Ocean Mollusks.  These include 

squid against a dramatic black background. 

Furthermore, the museum has all kinds of  educational programs for 

the young and the old.   The museum tracks red tides in the area in 

which fish and birds die and when it is not safe for swimming.  Other 

water quality issues are discussed along with warnings to not pollute.  

Note that the admission fees are high.  You can even download the 

Shell Museum App for $1.99, but please read the reviews.  The muse-

um store has some nice items but some are priced above prices in the 

locality.  However, if  you are unable to visit the museum in person, 

please go to their website and click on various short video clips show-

ing shells and mollusks in action.  Quite interesting! 
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Featured Artist 

Joshua Shepherd 
A native of  rural Indiana, 

Joshua started sculpting as a 

hobby after he graduated 

from high school.  He met an 

ornamental concrete produc-

er from Portland who hired 

him to do a number  of  jobs 

in 1999.  He was encouraged 

to attend a trade show the 

next year where he made a 

number of  contacts in the or-

namental concrete industry.  

He has been sculpting full-

time since.   

Consequently, he has received a wide variety of  com-

missions, but he prefers creating historical and wild-

life pieces when possible.  He has created over two 

dozen life-sized public monuments as well as hun-

dreds of  fine art and commercial pieces.  He recently 

completed a sculpture of  the Shawnee leader, Tecum-

seh, which will be installed in Greenville, Ohio this 

summer. 

With his attention to detail, he does extensive research 

about his subjects.  This ensures accuracy in the de-

piction of  his work, whether historical or wildlife art. 

Little 

Turtle 
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Joshua Shepherd 
Custom projects have been completed for:  Camp Atterbury Joint Maneuver Training 

Center (Indiana National Guard), Clemson University, The University of  South Carolina, 

the University of  Georgia, the Iowa State Fair, Grand View University (Iowa), Glenville 

State College (West Virginia), Brown County State Park, Spring Mill State Park, McCor-

mick’s Creek State Park, Clifty Falls State Park, Buckman Tavern Museum (Lexington, 

Massachusetts). 

Joshua has articles with a special focus on American history and the early frontier pub-

lished  in Military Heritage,  Journal of  the American Revolution,  Civil War Quarterly, 

Muzzleloader, and Military History Quarterly. 

Joshua is very happily married to Loralee and 

they are blessed with five children.  They en-

joy gardening, hiking, hunting, trapping, ar-

rowhead hunting, cutting firewood—most any

-thing where they can get out and enjoy the 

creation with which God has blessed them. 
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Goose Pond Fish & Wildlife Area 
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Did you find a hurt animal? Here are 5 things you should know about helping 

 

Karl Schneider 

 

Indianapolis Star | USA TODAY NETWORK 

 

Hiking Hoosiers, backyard birdwatchers, farmers and anyone else who spots sick or injured wildlife can reach out to local 

rehabilitation clinics for help, but there are a few things to know before picking up the phone — or an animal. 

 

There are 59 permitted wildlife rehabilitators in Indiana who work toward the goal of helping sick or injured animals re-

cover so the can be released back to the wild. A full list, on the Department of Natural Resources web site, has contact 

information for each local rehab, so check there to find the one closest to you. 

 

Here is a quick list of things to consider when reporting tips according to local Indiana rehabbers. 

 

Single infants may not be abandoned 

 

This tops the list of many rehabbers’ warnings, and DNR also notes that seemingly abandoned animals are most likely 

still under the care of adults. 

 

Adults may be out gathering food and may not return if a person is nearby the young, DNR’s website says. Human scent 

can alert predators that young prey may be near. It can also be disruptive to the reproductive cycle to remove young 

from nests, so it’s best to observe from a distance and call a rehabber before attempting any sort of rescue. 

 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service warms 90% of animals taken from the wild will not survive and recommends action if 

the following is observed: 

 

The animal is obviously injured, is bleeding or has a broken bone It’s covered in fly eggs It’s been crying for more than a 

day It looks weak and is lying on its side A pet or another animal attacked it 

 

Let the professionals take the lead 

 

The dietary needs of each animal can differ greatly, and professionals have specific training to know what foods are ap-

propriate for which animal. 

 

WildCare rehabilitators in Bloomington warn that no wild animal should be given cow’s milk as the lactose can be fatal to 

most infant animals. The rehab’s website says much of the wildlife brought into the clinic has been harmed by improper 

captive care. 

 

To increase the chances of survival, specific housing, handling and dietary needs must be met for each animal. 

 

Keep the animal where it is, if possible 

 

First and foremost, wildlife can have disease-carrying pests or parasites. It’s important to bring your pets inside and not 

use bare hands if picking up the sick or injured animal is unavoidable. 

 

Animals will not reject their young if they sense humans have handled it, but picking wildlife up is stressful for them and 

should be kept to a minimum. Call a rehabber before attempting to pick up or move an animal. If an animal must be han-

dled WildCare recommends keeping it in a warm, quiet area preferably in a box lined with towels, pillowcases, t-shirts or 

tissue paper. 

 

Report unknown illness or death 

Finding Injured Animals 
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I’m sure many of  you have 

seen this picture of  a female 

hummingbird that could not 

retract her tongue.  She was 

soon going to die as she could 

no longer feed and there was 

no treatment to help her. 

If  you choose to feed birds,  

you have a responsibility to do 

it  safely. 

Please feed them responsibly!!!!! 

First, it is noteworthy to state that hummingbird feeders are not necessary for 

the survival of  these birds.  We do it for the enjoyment of  watching them feed, 

and the aerial antics they perform.  Also, the sugar water in the feeder is not 

the only source of  food for them.  They eat nectars and saps from trees, fruits 

and plants and also bugs.  They have been observed eating a variety of  other 

things in addition to what has been mentioned. 

By choosing to put out a feeder you are responsible for using the right nectar 

mixture which is one cup of  white sugar to 4 cups of  water boiled for 2 

minutes.  Never, ever use another ingredient like honey or red coloring as any-

thing else will harm the birds you are trying to feed.  This mixture should be 

changed every couple of  days in warm weather. 

It’s also extremely important to keep the feeders very clean.  They should be 

kept clean to prevent the growth of  bacteria and other contaminants harmful 

to the birds. 

It’s a good thing to have bee guards on the feeders and to hang them away 

from places easily accessed from other animals. 

There are lots and lots of  good sources of  information on line to help you be 

an informed and responsible enjoyer of  hummingbirds. Page4 16 
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Upcoming Events 

Spring Wildflower Hike - April 8th, 2022 

We will be going back to Sugar Creek Conservation Area near Turkey 

Run State Park.  We will meet at the Turkey Run Inn for an early 

lunch (11:30) and then carpool over the the conservation area for  a 

hike on  an abandoned flat road bed.  Wear hiking shoes and dress 

appropriately for the weather.  There will be lots of  photo opportuni-

ties and/or chances for those interested in nature journaling. 

Due to the nature of  spring weather and planning on my part,  on the 

day of  the event call or text :  Marianne  Ballenger  (765-918-5550) 
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Outdoor Sculpture Trail Museum—July 2022 

This one is a little trickier….  I was there last year and its not a hard 

walk, but is not really handicap assessable—unless I can get some-

thing worked out.  My plan is to meet at McCormick’s Creek State 

Park Inn for lunch and then carpool down to the sculpture trail for a 

tour.    I’m still working out details.   

Indiana Wildlife Artists Annual Picnic 

Char Hulse has once again graciously invited us to her beautiful 

home for our picnic.  The date is June 25th.  We will meet for lunch at 

noon.  Please check with Diana’s e-mail concerning what you might 

bring.  It is also a time you can drop off  artwork for upcoming shows. 



39th Annual 

Indiana Wildlife Artists 

Saturday, August 22nd—September 29th 2022 

Show Prospectus: 

https:www.indianawildlifeartists.org/2022_Exhibit/

PDFfiles/2022-prospectus-final.pdf 

Minnetrista Cultural Center 

1200 Minnetrista Parkway, Muncie, IN 

Minnetrista Dates to Remember: 

May 1st—June 30th       Entries due—please see prospectus 

Friday, August  26         Drop off  artwork at Minnetrista                 3:00 to  5:00 

Saturday, August 27      Deliver artwork before Annual Meeting     8:00 to 9:30 

                                        Annual Meeting and  Judging                   10:00 to 12:00 

                                        Help hang artwork                                       1:00 to 2:30 

                                        Presentation                                                  2:30 to 3:20 

                                        Reception                                                      3:30 to 4:00 

                                        Awards Ceremony                                              4:00 

Friday, September 30    Pick up artwork not going on tour            10:00 to 12:00 

Fine Arts Exhibit 



Post-Annual  

IWA members only 

Exhibit  Tour 

Sugar Creek Art Center (at the garment factory) 

127 South Pearl Street, Thorntown, IN  46071 

Drop Off Dates: 

Saturday, June 25th at the IWA picnic at Char Helse’s home or: 

You may drop off  work for  Sugar Creek when you take work to  Minnetrista,  

Char will take your  show entries to Sugar Creek if  you have marked them . 

See exhibit prospectus for all details for dropping off  work and picking it up.  

You are  responsible for following directions. 

Pick Up Dates 

Saturday, October 29th, 11:00 to 2:00.  There 

is no other  pick up date.  If  you cannot get 

your work at that time, you must make other 

arrangements.  See show prospectus for all 

details. 

Show Dates and Reception Time 

The show will be open to the public from October  9th—28th 2022 

Opening Reception is Sunday, October 9th, 11:00 to 5:00 2022 

Questions: 

  Contact Char Hulse 

  765-482-6816 (landline) 

  tenwyck@gmail.com 



Indiana Wildlife Artists, Inc. is a not-

for-profit organization which pro-

motes the advancement of  wildlife 

art as a fine art, providing wildlife 

artists an opportunity to meet, to 

learn and to exhibit their work.  With 

our artwork, we encourage the appre-

ciation and understanding of  wildlife 

among the general public, and assist 

conservation groups with education 

for the benefit of  wildlife. 

www.indianawildlifeartists.org 

I go to nature 

to be soothed and healed, 

and to have my senses  

put in order. 

John Burroughs 
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